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PROBLEM: Internet conferencing and email exchanges are extending the long arm of the law.

An lllinois Appellate Court recently ruled in Aasson v Delaney, that Defendants in New York, who were
providing computer consulting and software implementation services to Plaintiffs in lllinois, by phone, e-
mail, and Internet conferencing had purposefully reached out beyond New York to create a deliberate
affiliation with an lllinois company, and that they invoked the benefits and protections of lllinois laws, such
that the court had personal jurisdiction over the nonresident defendants, which required them to litigate in
lllinois.

SOLUTION: Terms of any contracts or agreements should contain simple choice of forum and choice of
law provisions stating where you would like your disputes to be resolved and under which state’s laws.

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION
¢  COMPLEX COMMERCIAL LITIGATION: EXPERTISE IN CREATIVE NEGOTIATION AND TRIAL LITIGATION

e  CORPORATIONS, LLCS AND PARTNERSHIPS: FORMATION, OPERATION, MERGER, ACQUISITION OR SALE
* EMPLOYMENT AND LABOR: HIRING, FIRING, DISCIPLINE, AND COVENANTS NOT TO COMPETE

*  INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY: COPYRIGHT, TRADEMARK, TRADE SECRET, REGISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT
AND LICENSING

* REAL ESTATE: PURCHASES, ZONING, LAND DEVELOPMENT, CONSTRUCTION, SALES AND LEASING,
PROPERTY TAX APPEALS AND ABATEMENTS

*  WEALTH MANAGEMENT: BUSINESS SUCCESSION AND ESTATE PLANNING, PROBATE AND TRUST
ADMINISTRATION
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